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nothing of geology or history or antiquities, and to
trace backwards the succession of the human race.
As he sees nothing to limit the succession in the
future, so, it might occur to him, there is no occasion
to limit it in the past. "Why may we not suppose that
the succession of father and son, mother and child,
which we see going on now, may have been so
always ? Why is there any occasion to seek for an
origin of the race at all ? The limbs, it is true, look
as if they were intended to perform the functions
which we see them accomplish, but if they never
had a beginning (I speak, of course, with reference
to the race, not the individual), there is no room for
saying that they were designed to be what they are.
Whether this argument is really valid, I shall not
stop to inquire, for, as I have said, the progress of
science enables us to negative such a supposition,
not merely in such a case as I have supposed, where
nobody would imagine such a thing, but even in
cases in which at first sight the supposition might
seem plausible enough. Take, for example, the
motions of the bodies of the solar system. By
mathematical calculation we can predict for years
beforehand what their places will be, and in a
similar manner we can calculate what they were
years ago. What is to bring us to a stop ? Why
may we not suppose that they have been going on
just as they are now from a past eternity?